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1.
2. Family 1 
3. Peer group
4. Family 2 
5. Community
6. Nation and/or religion
7. Culture zone
8. Humanity today and universal principles 
9. All life on the planet now
10.Life itself and future generations

Ego



Circles of Belonging & Moral Complexity

Consciousness & Conscience
Sense of responsibility

Sense of identity
Epistemology

Solidarity
Symbols

Trust 



Circles of Belonging & Moral Complexity

Personal development
Complexity of mind

Bildung 



Circles of Belonging & Moral Complexity

Generally growing from the center



Circles of Belonging & Moral Complexity

Generally growing from the center
But no ”up or down;” they hold each other
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Meaning Making

Family 1

Peer group

Family 2

Local community

Nation and/or religion

Monopoly on violence
History

Symbols

Poetry

Stories / Narrative

Heritage

Frames of reference / 
epistemology

Landscape / climate

Holidays Rule of law

Security

Services the 
market cannot
deliver on its own

Food

Art

Aesthetics

Norms

Folklore

Boundaries

Taste

Environment

Rituals

Citizenship

Language

Self

Music
Architecture

Traditions
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Students at folk high schools and farming schools

Folk High School Students Farming School Students Population of Denmark

1844 22 24 
1866 619 110 
1870 2,117 207 
1880 3,170 365 
1890 4,034 623 
1900 5,535 1,017 
1935 6,773 2,593 

1.289.0001840
1.415.0001850
1.608.0001860
1.785.0001870
1.969.0001880
2.172.0001890
2.450.0001901

3.844.0001940
3.551.0001930
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folk high schools
Norway 1863
Sweden 1868
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